Culture crawlers tour through
the East Side's burgeoning
creative community

BY JAWNET SMITH

e heat is on again

in the oven room of

Stratheona’s former

Montzeal Bakery, but
this ime Arnt Amtzen 15 using
[z to shape airplane peopellers
into seat backs and SCLap
metal inte decorative rocket
ships. n the other side of the
wall, in what was onge the
kltchen, Richard Tegrault i
pucting the final teuches of
palng o & canvas depleting a
oo periiied against a skyline
inspired by the urban land-
scape 2 few blocks away, And
In the front parsy of the one-
time hakery, Scan Mewtan Is
warking on the animation for
a new televislon commercal,
pencil-drawing oy lgures
Inta 2 glant flip boak,

“There's 3 warmth heee
that's parially kelr over from
the bakery.” says Mewton,
wha' taken a break with his
neighbours in the Paneflcio
Stodias at 80 Keefes Street.

“The vibe 15 stEll here—it's In
the walls,” agrees Temault, and
then he adds with a laugh:
“Ie's pust thit we're tarning out
art [nstend of loawes,”

Eight hundred Keefec
seeeer, Hke Ins surcounding
neighbouthaod, 15 thiiving
again. The artists who con-
werted this salmon-colouned
lenwrise nto studics are relative old-tmess in the area: they
came together 1o buy and convert the then-boarded-up
space seven years ago. Dut tn the [ast few years, others have
been followlng thelr lead, tarning former warshouses, facto-
ries, and machine shops Into hubs for everything from
sculpture and pottery to painting and glass blowing. The
mcst dramatic illustration af haw much this artists’ com-
murity has grawn is this weekend’s annual Bastside Cultare
Craw] (Friday to Sunday [Movember 24 to 26] whereas the
event started five years 2o with 45 antists In three shadics,
this pear It's grown to nchudes 140 artists In 17 stadics—all
within walking distance of each athes, and all with such
Intriguing names 25 the Mergamodd Bullding, Antmarer,
and Nagghty Pine, The Glass Onfon gallery megualacly holds
exhibitlons, and the neignbournocd has become home 1o
Joe Blow Glasswocks (in the Mergateold Building ar 1191
Farker Skreet), which has the lacgest glacy hale—that's the
red-hot chamber used to reheat glass as an artist blows tt—
in B.C. and the anly glass-blawing studlo oo the East Side.

The Calture Crawl has grown sa lage, & fact, that 105 had
1o tum down, requests fram artists I other neighbourhoods
to ke part. To keep things at 2 manageable level, says Valene
Amntren, Crawl arganizer and wife of Amt, the event has had
o set peographical boundaries—Main Street to Commerdal
Didive and 13t Averue to the waterfrant. It so expansive, her
team i using yellow balloons ard maps to help peoale wend
their way through the mare of studics hidden amid the ware-
hiouzses and hilstaric residenitial siveets of the area.

“The energy s being locallzed, so that draws pecple,”
says Dlana Kembde, & mixed-media amist and painter 4t Pan-
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“It has the critical mass now,” says 'h.-mult “[t's become
a commumnity, and that comes with age.

Mew Yock has 184 Soha and Topcabs Bas 143 Qu!h‘l SEEgRL
‘West, but Vancouwver's burgeoning actists’ district seems o
hawe a character all i awn. Instesd of Joading docks, for
lrstance, Arntzen's hoge molling stdio door opens onko
Maclean Park *I love being in this neighbaurhood, and
being around all these artlsls” he enthuses, standing over
B 3prawling oval £lm table with legs made owt of hell-
copter Blades, wiich he's custom-making for a soliwage-
company boardroom. *Its betber than BEing steck ourin
the middle of nowhere.”

"1 wsed to be over o Powell Steeet, and
with the trains going by and the
grain elevators going, it was
5o lond,® says Mew:

Lo, am arkist
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who has net only animated chagacters for everything from
video games o movies Ike The Wall, but does fgures 1n
©ils, warercolours, and paseels.

Tetrault chips In with: “we're very irvolved n the commi-
nity: Ir's not Hke sverybody's fust involvisd In thedr own space.”

Aanists regularhy collabarabe in the neighbouthood, 25 well,
Panelicio artists are abways trading artwoak, and Mewton and
Tetrault make frequent journeys to skeich together at the
nearby docks and an Chinabown sireets. Tetrault patnis ves.
sels and tiles for potter Kathleen Musphy, whe works our of
Bamu Klayworks at nearby 858 Undoa Steet, while the Glass
Omion’s Eric Montgomery often etches Artwork onto glass
pieces by Jeff Burnette at Joe Blow. And the Arrists ege are
always beinging in creative types from e outside: Bumeste
pedicdically Lnvites glass artsts from anoumd Borth Amerlce
to do demonstrations, while Mewton teaches 1ife-drawing
classed at Paneficio every Thaesday night, for Insance.

%0 why has this neighbeadrhood become such an arcistc
hub? It scems to have the dght mix of funky hestage bakld-
ings in Strathoons, arban hangeats oo the Drive, and vacited
Irfusteial brildings that ace wﬂl-..-.-m:d by same of
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